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Your impact in 2017

Highlights 
of 2016/17

Wesley Homeless 
Services supported 

3,748
people experiencing 
homelessness

Wesley Dalmar 
organised 
care for and 
supported 

801 
children

Wesley Community 
Housing supported 

314 
tenancies 

ParentsNext 
supported 

2,108 
families as parents 
prepared to re-enter 
the workforce

61

53 38,881

6,500

mothers and 
their children 
assisted 
through Mums 
and Kids 
Matter

young people 
supported 
through the 
innovative 
Wesley Take 
Charge of Your 
Life program

calls answered by 
LifeLine Sydney 
& Sutherland

volunteers shared 
their time and 
talent with 
Wesley Mission

Your support had a remarkable 
impact in 2017. Our 2017 Annual 
Report, titled Seeds of Growth, 
reported Wesley Mission supported 
more than 295,000 people in the 
past year. We could not have done 
this without the generosity and 
compassion of you, our donors. 

Because of the generosity of people 
like you, we’ve been helping people 
in big ways and small for over 200 
years. With your support, we were 

able to continue delivering vital 
services to those most in need in 
2017, and also to reach out to more 
people in need by delivering new 
services in suicide prevention, mental 
health services, assistance for young 
people and disability support.

Below are some highlights from the 
Annual Report showing how your 
support has helped us to deliver vital 
services to those most in need.

Summer 2018

Thank 
you for 
supporting 
people in 
desperate  
need in 
2017.



Jimmy was honoured for his passion for 
volunteering with the 2017 Wesley Senior 
Volunteer of the Year award.

Over 190 volunteers were welcomed 
to Wesley Mission’s 2017 Volunteer 
Appreciation Function on  
19 November. The awards ceremony 
honoured the commitment of Wesley 
Mission’s 6,500 volunteers who 
generously share their time and skills 
to do all the good they can.

This year, Wesley Mission’s CEO, the 
Rev Keith Garner announced winners 
in six categories, chosen from 70 
nominees. One of those winners 
is Jimmy Hill, who was chosen as 
Wesley Senior Volunteer of the Year.

For more than 13 years, Jimmy Hill 
has been a committed volunteer at 
Wesley School for Seniors, which 
offers more than 90 courses to help 
people over 55 keep their minds and 
bodies active and stay connected to 
the community. 

regularly tutors four classes, spending 
three days a week at Wesley School 
for Seniors. In addition to caring for 
his students, Jimmy also mentors 
and supports his fellow tutors at Tutor 
Support Sessions. 

“Jimmy is enthusiastic, bringing a lot 
of humour to the place and is always 
very cheerful and ready to support,” 
said Jeannie, Program Coordinator at 
Wesley School for Seniors.

Without devoted volunteers like 
Jimmy, Wesley Mission simply 
could not deliver many of our critical 
services to the community. 

When single mum Paula got a phone 
call offering her a job in aged care, 
she and her family were filled with 
hope and delight. 

Paula’s path to employment began 
with a visit to Wesley Mission’s 
ParentsNext in Wyong, a program 
designed to help parents successfully 
enter or re-enter the workforce.

After years of struggling as a sole 
parent, Paula arrived at ParentsNext 
without much hope that anything 
would change–until she noticed a 
flyer offering the opportunity to train 
in aged care.

“I nearly jumped out of the chair when 
I saw the opportunity to train in aged 
care,” Paula said. 

Paula’s journey back to work

“Without my family and 
ParentsNext, I wouldn’t be where 
I am now. I wouldn’t have had 
this opportunity. This job will 
change everything for our family.” 

Without devoted volunteers like 
Jimmy, Wesley Mission simply 
could not deliver many of our 
critical services to the community.

“It’s the job I’ve always wanted. I love 
being able to help people who really 
need it and put a smile on their face if 
I can.”

With the help of the team at 
ParentsNext, Paula was selected 
by an employer, who saw her 
evident passion and determination, 
to undertake a Wesley Workforce 
Development Training Course. She 
then trained on-site with a local aged 
care provider as she studied for her 
Certificate III in Individual Support. 

“When Paula first arrived, I could 
tell she felt nervous and a bit 
intimidated,” Len, Wesley Training 
Group Manager, said. “She had no 
training and no qualifications. All she 
had was the determination to create a 
better life.”

“Over the course of her study and 
work placement, she has really grown 
in confidence. Now she stands tall 
and sees a real future for herself and 
her children,” he said.

Jimmy’s heart and soul for volunteering

Jimmy first came to Wesley School 
for Seniors as a student, but his 
talents were quickly recognised and 
he began tutoring classes in movie 
appreciation, public speaking and 
debating. His engaging style and easy 
rapport had attracted more and more 
students to the school. Jimmy now 

Single mum Paula has started a new career in 
aged care with the help of the team at ParentsNext.

Paula said she was thankful for the 
support shown by everyone–from her 
family through to Len and the team at 
ParentsNext.

“Without my family and ParentsNext, 
I wouldn’t be where I am now,” 
Paula said. “I wouldn’t have had this 
opportunity. This job will change 
everything for our family. Plus, it will 
improve my emotional and mental 
wellbeing and help me be a good role 
model for my kids.”



Melissa is rebuilding her confidence as a loving mum to one-year-old Macy.

Melissa’s story: Confident 
and connected care

World tuning in to new and 
inspiring Wesley Mission 
radio program
A new and inspiring Christian radio 
program is hitting the airwaves across 
Australia and the globe. 

Wesley Impact! radio is a fresh and 
encouraging program produced by 
Wesley Mission featuring music, a 
Bible reading and a heartfelt and 
inspiring gospel message from 
Wesley Mission’s Superintendent,  
the Rev Keith Garner. 

Mr Garner’s message follows 
the lectionary readings calendar 
and draws on examples of the 
comprehensive and significant Word 
and deed work of Wesley Mission. 

United Christian Broadcasters 
approached Wesley Mission 
requesting a radio program hosted 
by Mr Garner and suitable for a music 
format station. David Taviner, Head of 
Radio, United Christian Broadcasters 
said the short ten-minute magazine 
style program perfectly suits one of its 
two national Christian radio stations. 

“The blend of music and a down-to-
earth, practical Bible-based message 
is the ideal start to Sunday for 
Christian listeners,” Mr Taviner said.

Listen to Wesley Impact! radio 

6 am Sundays 
94.9 Rhema FM Central Coast

8 am Sundays 
99.9 Rhema FM Port Macquarie

9 am Sundays 
91.9 1 Way FM Canberra

8.10 am Sundays 
United Christian Broadcasters UCB 2 

The program is also uploaded onto 
the Wesley Mission website, visit 
wesleymission.org.au

The last few years have been difficult 
for Melissa and her family. But her 
loving bond with one-year-old Macy 
is evidence of the strength of this 
determined young woman and the 
promise and power of maternal love.

Baby Macy is Melissa’s fourth child. 
Her older children were removed from 
her custody after experiencing abuse 
and domestic violence with Melissa’s 
previous partner. 

Melissa says she realises now that 
she ignored all the warning signs as 
well as advice offered by Family and 
Community Services (FACS).  “I do 
blame myself for what did happen,” 
Melissa admits. “It was not a very 
good home environment.”

Melissa’s oldest son has now been 
returned to Melissa’s care with 
support from Wesley Mission’s Youth 
Hope program, which helps young 
people remain with their families 
and focus on positive growth and 
development. 

The family has been strengthened 
during the past year by a hands-on 
parenting course called SafeCare, 
piloted through Wesley Mission’s 
Brighter Futures program in Western 
Sydney. 

SafeCare helps parents of children 
identified as being at-risk or 
who have been reported to child 
protection services to better 
connect and communicate with their 
children.

Melissa, with personalised support 
from her SafeCare caseworker, has 
been rebuilding her confidence in 
her ability to be a mum again. 

“I didn’t know that there were 
services out there that could help 
you and I had no family support,” 
Melissa said.

“I’m more aware now of everything, 
all of [Macy’s] surroundings, how to 
keep her safe, how to see the signs 
when she’s getting sick and find out 
if I need to take her to the doctor or 
do it at home or if she needs to go to 
the hospital.”

Melissa’s caseworker, who is a 
mum herself, reports the change is 
significant and visible in Melissa’s 
confidence since she began the 
course in April last year. The future 
is certainly brighter now for Melissa 
and Macy, thanks to SafeCare. 

“It’s about appreciating what you 
have – don’t take it for granted!” 
Melissa said. 

“It’s about appreciating what 
you have – don’t take it for 
granted!”



Do all the good you can  
because every life matters

Connect with us

More than $135,000 has been raised 
by a group of fundraisers who took 
on the AMP Big Zipper, a zip line from 
the roof of one of Sydney’s tallest 
buildings, in aid of Wesley Mission’s 
Take Charge of Your Life program and 
other vital services supporting young 
people.

One of our fundraisers, Tash, knows 
exactly how important Wesley 
Mission’s Take Charge of Your Life 
program is for young people.

Tash had been in foster care since 
she was six months old. When she 
took part in the Wesley Take Charge 
of Your Life program, it helped 
her transition from foster care to 

Sunday 25 March 2018 
Palm Sunday procession 
at Circular Quay 

Tuesday 27 March 2018 
Easter Luncheon 

Wednesday 28 March 2018 
Easter Breakfast

Friday 30 March 2018 
Good Friday drama and 
procession through Martin Place

Sunday 1 April 2018 
Easter Sunrise Service 
at the Sydney Opera House 

Get involved
To volunteer, donate or 
leave a bequest visit  
wesleymission.org.au

High flying experience of a lifetime 
makes an impact for life

independent living by providing her 
with accommodation and support as 
she studied for a career in disability 
services at TAFE. 

“I did this for Wesley Mission, because 
they’ve helped me out more than 
anyone has helped me out before,” 
Tash said. 

Wesley Mission CEO, the Rev Keith 
Garner, said he was delighted by the 
breadth and diversity of support for 
the event and Wesley Mission. “It 
takes courage to step out into the 
unknown,” he said. “It is the same 
challenging experience for the many 
people who Wesley Mission cares for 
and supports each day.” 
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Upcoming 
events: Wesley 
Mission’s Easter 
Mission 2018

Wesley Mission 
220 Pitt Street, Sydney NSW 2000 
PO Box A5555, Sydney South NSW 1235 
(02) 9263 5555 
communications@wesleymission.org.au 
wesleymission.org.au
ABN 42 164 655 145 Wesley Mission is a part  
of the Uniting Church in Australia.


