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Interviewer: Thank you so 
much for meeting with me today. 
I am so excited to be able to in-
terview you not only because you 
are my pastor, but because of all 
the wonderful things that God is 
using you for. So, thank you for 
your time on today!

Dr. Ron Webb: “You are very 
welcome. To God be the glory. 
This is such a wonderful oppor-
tunity to be able to discuss the 
blessings and power of God, so I 
appreciate you having me.”

Interviewer: You have such a 
growing ministry. You have been 
considered by many to be “A Pas-
tor to Pastors.” How did your 
ministry begin, and how did you 
accept the call on your life? I’m 
sure it has been a journey!

Dr. Ron Webb: “Yes it has 
been a journey, but a very blessed 
one indeed. I was called at the age 
of seven, but I accepted the Lord 
into my life at the age of eighteen. 
During my senior year, I started 
preaching and after graduating 
high school, I kept preaching 
while playing college basketball. 
God showed me in a vision one 
night with a packed-out gym, 
that I would be preaching to 
masses of people. After that, God 
placed me with a great leader, 
mentor, monitor, motivator, and 

minister. I then started evangeliz-
ing, and have now been minister-
ing over thirty years, and almost 
in every state in the United States 
including Africa, Russia, Canada, 
and Jamaica.” 

Interviewer: Wow! That is 
amazing. I’m sure it has been a 
blessing to be able to fellowship 
with people all over the world 
from all walks of life. You have 
written four books, but one of 
them is called, “Destroying the 
Root of Racism.” It’s one of those 
subjects no one really likes to talk 
about. How real is racism in the 
church?

Dr. Ron Webb: “Yes, it has 
been a wonderful and fulfilling 
experience traveling and min-
istering to people all over the 
world. It has been a great learning 
experience as well. I was inspired 
to write about the Spirit of Rac-
ism because it is a spirit that di-
vides our country. Racism is not 
a skin problem but it’s a sin prob-
lem! God is love and if you have 
God in your heart you will love 
one another. This subject is rarely 
talked about or discussed be-
cause it’s a very sensitive subject. 
People are afraid it may spark a 
flame, and it is sad to say that its 
prevent in the church. You can’t 
say that you love God but hate 
your brother. It doesn’t add up.”

Interviewer: I most certainly 
agree! We see this kind of judge-
ment and hatred all over the 
world, but in all reality, we are all 
the same and loved by God! We 
must continue praying against 
racism and praying against divi-
sion both inside and outside the 
church. You are doing a great 
work unto the Lord with the out-
reach ministries. How did the 
“The Heartland Family Center” 
come about? How many families 
does Mount Calvary help on an 
annual basis?

Dr. Ron Webb: “The strength 
of our ministry is outreach. We 
believe in reaching beyond the 
walls! There are a lot of peo-
ple who have sign outreach, but 
never reach out. We believe our 
ministry at Mount Calvary Pow-
erhouse to be a hand up not a 
hand out. We are a house of heal-
ing and restoration. Our mission 
is to bring unity and restoration 
to the church community as a 
whole. We built The Heartland 
Family Center to help those 
families whose circumstances 
deprived them of adequate living 
and housing such as house fire, 
flood, tornado, etc. This homeless 
shelter is to help displaced and 
hurting families, and it has been 
a such a great blessing to families 
all over the area. We have had the 

DR. RON WEBB

Interviewed By Amber M. Brown

“Reaching Beyond the Walls”
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wonderful privilege in serving 
and ministering to many.”

Interviewer: That is such a 
great thing to have in our area. 
We never know when someone 
may need it. We go each day not 
knowing what tomorrow will 
bring, so this center is such a 
blessing to have for the unexpect-
ed circumstances that arise. You 
are really making a difference in 
the community! We have spo-
ken about The Heartland Fam-
ily Center but you also have the 
“Veteran Outreach Program” and 
the “Semo Christian Restoration 
Center.” How can more churches 
get involved in their communi-
ties? Is there a certain model to 
follow or certain biblical princi-
ples to make a difference?

Dr. Ron Webb: “The church 
is called to be the salt and light 
to the world. We are living epis-
tles. We have seen thousands of 
people come to the ministry as a 

result of our Restoration Center. 
At our Semo Christian Restora-
tion Center, we provide access 
to comprehensive programs and 
support services for those who 
are coming out of substance 
abuse treatment facilities. This is 
a rehabilitation program to help 
get them back on their feet. It is 
really a second chance ministry! 
The Veteran Outreach Program 
gives us an opportunity to work 
with veterans who are homeless 
and those who are dealing with 
substance abuse. This program 
allows us to give back to those 
who have given to their country! 
In the book of James it states, “If 
a brother or sister is naked, and 
destitute of daily food, and one of 
you say to them, depart in peace, 
be warmed filled, but you do not 
give the things which are needed 
for the body; what doth it profit?” 
So many lives have been touched 
through the Restoration Center 
and Veterans Home, and we hope 
to be a pattern in this earth!

Interviewer: That is amazing! 
Yes, I agree! I hope that many will 
see the things that your ministry 
is doing, and learn from it. We 
must build together, and we can’t 
do that without helping each oth-
er and taking action! Your minis-
try also provides a lot of training 
and one of the types of training 
you offer is the School of the 
Prophets. How important is the 
prophet’s ministry and why does 
this office have so many attacks?

Dr. Ron Webb: “Training is 
so important. We must train be-
fore we reign! I would rather be 
prepared and not called then to 
be called and not prepared. We 
have the power and promises of 
God, but we tend to hate the pro-
cess. We must not despise small 
beginnings. The worst thing that 
could happen to a young believ-
er is to go out unprepared. We 
can’t do the work of the Lord by 
ourselves. So, prepare yourselves 
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and get equipped for your assign-
ment. I had to be trained before 
ministry as well. I received my 
AA in Business Administration, 
B.A in Christian Counseling/
Theology, a Master’s degree in 
Pastoral Studies, and a Doc-
torate in Christian Education. 
Without this teaching, I would 
not be where I am today.” The 
School of the Prophets is a bible 
college meant to equip and train 
Christians so they will be effec-
tive members in the Kingdom of 
God. The goal is to equip men and 
women for a lifetime of service to 
Jesus Christ. We offer the serious 
student of the Word, the oppor-
tunity to make sound Christian 
Education a reality. This is a won-
derful opportunity for all who are 
called for ministry.”

Interviewer: The School of 
The Prophets sounds like a won-
derful opportunity to raise Chris-
tian Leaders to help be the light of 
the world and to teach the future 

generations to come. 
I just want to say that 
this is true ministry 
and its wonderful 
what you are doing!

Not only teach-
ing, but prayer in 
these days is also vital. 
Some ministries have 
a hard time gathering 
the people for prayer. 
What advice would 
you give to launch a 
successful interces-
sory group?

Dr. Ron Webb: 
“That is such a great 
question. I wish I 
knew the answer to 
that one, but I believe 
that is why the devil 
keeps us so distracted. 
So busy that we don’t 
have time to pray be-
cause that is our pow-

er source! The devil knows 
that a prayerless preacher 
is a powerless preacher. 
No Prayer; No Power! Lit-
tle prayer; little power. We 
have to constantly encour-
age our prayer warriors/ In-
tercession team not to stop 
praying in Jesus Name!” 

Interviewer: I agree. 
If there was ever a time we 
needed prayer, it is NOW! 
Thank you so much for 
speaking with me on today, 
and I look forward to seeing 
how God continues to use 
you in the future. 

Dr. Ron Webb: “Oh 
your welcome and thanks 
again for having me.”
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When we share our testimonies, our faith increases! We start to believe God for the Impossible! We can see 
the power and the hand of God in any situation. God can turn any test into a testimony! We know if God 

did it before, he can do it again. Our Testimonies glorify God!

Hello Prophetess! I pray all is 
well! So happy for you and to 
see it all coming together for 
you. Back in May you proph-
esied about me moving and 
things. One other thing you 
said was that people would 
begin to reach out to me to pray 
on their prayer lines and social 
media events. Well it has hap-
pened again. Some just said that 
God laid me on their heart to 
be a part of their call/periscope 
event. Well just wanted to give 
you my praise report. 
Well sis! Your prophecy came 
to pass. Finally, I got my man of 
God that sends me flowers.

Good morning Prophetess! I was 
on your Facebook LIVE the oth-
er day and the Holy Spirit spoke 
through you and told me about 
a new title that I will have in the 
Fashion industry. You said to me 
that I will be a Creative Direc-
tor for models in runway shows. 
Well guess what? I was just asked 
by the CEO of an International 
Fashion Showcase asked, “If I 
would like to be the Creative 
Director.” I said Yes! God is 
good. Thank you, Prophetess, for 
allowing God to use you to be a 
blessing to his people.
I really feel like I’m supposed to 
connect with you. You gave me a 

prophetic word today, thank you 
so much it was extremely en-
couraging. You prophesied to me 
about me releasing five books. 
I’m currently in the process of 
writing, and I’m definitely going 
to be connecting with you when 
my manuscript is completed. 
I also really feel a strong pull 
into the prophetic, the Lord also 
allowed you to talk about him 
giving me words of knowledge. 
Also about me ministering to 
abused women which is true and 
you said you saw me in a court 
yard which is true. I’m a clinical 
director at a juvenile detention 
center.

TESTIMONIES: LET’S GIVE THE
DEVIL A BLACK EYE!
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I’m going back over the proph-
ecy you gave me and usually 
God will say something that at 
the time doesn’t make sense to 
me then later on He will reveal 
the answer to me. Those ten-
tacles that you saw the enemy 
sticking in me to suck the life out 
of me happened again today but 
I hadn’t come in contact with a 
witch this time. I can see that the 
enemy is trying to keep me from 
telling my testimony because he 
knows that it delivers. He tries to 
stop me from speaking period. 
To get him up off me I have to 
constantly praise and worship 
and the then he lets go. The 
higher I go the more warfare it is 
for me. I now know that I’m go-
ing to be warring in the spirit in 
advance before I hand those two 
books off because I understand 
so much more now. I also saw 
the principality that was attack-
ing my body and had to take him 
down in the spirit.

Hi Prophetess thank you sooo 
much this session was an extreme 
blessing and I’m grateful that I 
came on. Can you send me more 
information about partnering with 
your ministry as well as VIP?

Kimberly Hargraves Ministries has 
been such a true blessing in my life. 
My family’s life has changed and 
is changing due to the great teach-
ings. Yes, she is a real person, that 
lives a life of Holiness. I’ve had the 
pleasure of speaking with Prophet-
ess Kimberly. She also practices 
what she preaches. Don’t forget to 
like and follow her Facebook page. 
(Raquel)

Hey Prophetess, it’s Jerika. My 
nephew returned to football, just as 
you prophesied he would on July 
14th’s Prophetic Miracle Call. He 
attended practice today. To God be 
the Glory! I waited until baseball 
season was over on Sunday, and 
then on Monday, I showed him the 
YouTube video of the prophecy. 
He said he believed it was God! 
This morning he went to practice. 
(Jerika)

Good morning Prophetess! I 
wanted to let you know that after 
you prayed for my healing on the 
prophetic miracle call Friday that 
the cough and ache that was start-
ing in my chest on Thursday (you 
mentioned you felt the enemy was 
trying to attack me with pneumo-
nia) are completely gone as of to-
day. Also, my fever broke Saturday 
after having it for over a week. The 
fever was around 102.8 and came 
down to about 99.7 Wednesday, 
Thursday then it shot back up to 
100.8 on Friday it has been normal 
since Saturday. Thank you so much 
for what you are doing for the body 
of Christ. You are truly a blessing. 
(Tonya)

Tonight’s prophetic miracle call was 
awesome. My migraine is still gone. 
Praise God for His healing power. 
(Metrice)

Hi Prophetess! I’m so excited! 
Everything you prophesy always 
comes to pass. Months ago you 
prophesied that you saw a car for 
me. The car I had was a 2011 with 
only about 35K miles so I didn’t 
really need another car. But…As 
I reviewed my bills and desired a 
decrease in my car payment, some-
thing told me to contact the dealer-

ship. Today, I just brought a 2017, 
0 miles, $0 down and the entire 
process has been effortless. They’ve 
been reducing interest rate points 
and giving extra service plans. You 
prophesied it! (Latrice)

I watched the video and you said 
if you have back pain bend over. 
I touched my toes and I instantly 
felt the pressure go away in that 
moment. Lord if you did it once 
I know you can do it again and I 
suffer from migraines and I have 
a prolapsed uterus and was told 
it would be hard for me and my 
husband to have kids. I will trust 
the report of the Lord and be 
healed in Jesus name to conceive. 
Thank you for taking the time 
to encourage us while prepar-
ing a meal for your mother. 
You prayed the healing for me 
a couple of months ago for pain 
on my left, it’s gone. Thank you, 
Jesus!

Thank you so much! God is truly 
using you to touch the lives and 
hearts of others. I was lead to 
you 2 nights ago and it seems 
I keep coming back to you and 
every time I hear God speaking 
to me. I am truly thankful for 
him using you in my life and I 
know it’s not by accident that I 
have come across your YouTube 
channel. May God continue to 
use you to reach many. Thank 
you again for your prayers 
woman of God. 
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Then Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and all that 
night the LORD drove the sea 
back with a strong east wind 
and turned it into dry land. The 
waters were divided, (Exodus 
14:21)

Imagine here you are standing 
before the raging sea, nowhere to 
go, or hide. The storm is so close 
you can taste it. Then you stretch 
out your arms just like Moses 
did in Exodus, when he helped 

God’s people escape bondage, 
slavery, and the sea opens up 
turning those raging waters that 
were once blocking your escape 
into dry land. What do you do 
next? I know that I would stand 
there as if I were at the tip of the 
Titanic with my hair blowing in 
the strong wind, feeling as if I 
myself had  accomplished some-
thing great! It would have prob-
ably been a, “look at me, look 
what I did,” type of deal lol

Then a big burst of salty water 
would have to fly in and slap 
me back into reality, reminding 
me that It wasn’t MY stretched 
out arms that took the fearless, 
raging waters and split them 
open into two parts making the 
ground they once lay on, dry. It 
was The same God who would 
hush the winds and calm the 
storm in (Mark 4:35-41). The 
same question would be asked 
as it was asked in (Mark 4:41), 
“Who is this? Even the wind and 

By Shirley Cooper
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PRAISE THE LORD



the waves obey him!”

Although, one account was in 
the Old Testament, and the other 
in the New Testament, the story 
holds great similarity. God’s peo-
ple needed His touch through a 
storm that would hinder their 
walk in both accounts. While 
Moses took up his own faith 
standing in the gap for those 
who didn’t see God through the 
raging waters, Jesus stepped in 
carrying out that same power 
by standing in the gap for those 
with little or no faith. Sometimes 
WE need someone with a BIG 
faith to stand in the gap for us. 
But that also requires God. 

He sends us help in resources 
that we never saw possible. 
Sometimes in a neighbor, at 
times a stranger, a friend, a fam-
ily member, an acquaintance 
and so on. But again, it requires 
God’s fingerprint or we won’t 
receive the lesson. 

But all in all I have come to the 
realization that my God comes 
in right when the timing is 
perfect. In the nick of time. He 
always sweeps in and scoops 
us up like a great Father would, 
comforting us against His chest, 
just like a great Mother would. 
At times we fail to see His good-
ness, because we are too busy 
searching everyone else’s bless-

ings. 

We are in constant doubt and 
disbelief. Rather than Praise the 
Lord for the life we have, we pray 
for larger things as if He would 
give us less. God say’s that we 
don’t have, because we don’t ask. 
But clearly we ask all the time, 
and even when we don’t ask, 
He gives. That’s because God 
knows what we need before we 
ask (Matthew 6:8). So why NOT 
just Praise Him! Pour out our 
Praise, during the storm,through 
the raging waters,In the rain,In 
the mud, the chaos,through 
the struggle,through the 
sun, through the smiles, in 
your victory,in your win, 
in triumph,through big 
things,through little things,while 
you’re in pain, while you wait, 
out of pain, good health,bad 
health,poverty, prosperity and 
the list goes on. But we do not! 

We will not be here forever and 
Praising Him in our lives is 
vital in order to connect with 
a big God. Imagine standing 
on the rock where Moses once 
stood, or in the boat where Jesus 
once laid. Who would you be 
in those situations? Would you 
be the disciple carrying a faith 
that trusted God through that 
great storm allowing Jesus to 
sleep through it? Would you be 
that one believer that no matter 

what happened at the begin-
ning of that sea, you would have 
thrusted yourself at the Mercy 
of God trusting Him alone for 
freedom? Who would we be? 
While that’s a scary question, it is 
good to invest in the answer. Be 
different than the disciples that 
failed to see through the storm 
along with fear greater than their 
victory. Don’t be like the Israel-
ites who ran from bondage and 
slavery only to stop dead in front 
of a huge sea praising God after 
they saw victory. Praise The Lord 
before our triumphant outcome. 

Today, truly know your vic-
tory before it happens (Psalms 
105:45) ................and praise the 
Lord now! 

Because no matter what we are 
going through right now, God’s 
victorious results are greater 
than any storm! 
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Interviewer: Let’s get right in. 
I am excited and I know person-
ally I have seen you on periscope 
and your worship sessions are 
amazing. You have an anoint-
ing on you. I appreciate the work 
you are doing for God. Continue 
to do the work for him. My first 
question would be how did you 
come to know Jesus Christ? 

Prophet Rivers: Great ques-
tion, first off, I am a preacher’s kid 
and so all I know is church and 
God. I know a lot of people have 
a testimony where they came to 
Christ out of an event or certain 
circumstances. My story is my 
parents lived such an upright life 
it only made sense for me to give 
my life to Christ. When people 
ask I have to think about it. For 
me my parents were pastors and 
they lived a life pleasing to the 
Lord. I actually remember at age 
12, I always loved to worship, I 
had a sign on the door that read, 
“ Do Not Disturb...Worship is in 
Progress.”

Interviewer: Wow!

Prophet Rivers: For me it was 
a way of life and my dad reminded 
me of this last year he said, “Son 
you’ve always been a worshipper.” 
He shared the story when I was 
12 and I literally had that sign on 
the door that said “Worship is 
in progress. Do not disturb.” My 
parents always respected it, this 

was at age 12!

Interviewer: Alright! (Clap-
ping hands).

Prophet Rivers: YAt the age 
of 16 I accepted the ministry of 
preaching but for me I saw how 
God moved on behalf of my par-
ents and for me it was all I knew. 
It was like okay at this point I give 
my life to Christ and it was not 
from a point of, “I don’t want to 
die and go to hell!” It was from 
a point of okay if this God can 
do this for my parents I want to 
know him too.

Interviewer: Okay

Prophet Rivers: So that was 
from age 12 and at a 16, I entered 
into ministry and my parents 
were pastors. I was one of those 
children that saw that they lived 
upright and it made sense. They 
weren’t hypocrites!

Interviewer: Right!

Prophet Rivers: They didn’t 
live one way and then live anoth-
er behind closed doors. So for me 
it literally made sense for me

Interviewer: Okay

Prophet Rivers: That’s how 
I came to know Jesus Christ. 
Through watching my parent’s 
relationship with God.

Interviewer: That’s awesome! 
I also want to ask you because 
I’m curious to know myself what 
made the difference that kept you 
always focus on God while some 
preacher kids stray away and 
come back. What do you think 
made the difference?

Prophet Rivers: I think for 
me, I always could sense and feel 
(from my mother in particular) 
the love of God.   

Interviewer: Okay

Prophet Rivers: But my par-
ents were more traditional with 
my dad disciplining me, in my 
mind, I didn’t like it, but as I got 
older, thank God, he did disci-
pline me. I knew my father love 
me but from my mother I could 
always sense the love of God 
through her at all times and that 
was what made the difference for 
me because I felt the love of God 
through her, I learn to love God. 
Falling in love with him and to 
serve God at a young age through 
a place of loving him as opposed 
to dying and going to hell.

Interviewer: Okay

Prophet Rivers: So, what it 
meant for me was that (and this 
is another part of my testimony) I 
remained a virgin until after mar-
riage. I didn’t “break loose”, so to 

PROPHET MARCUS RIVERS

Interviewed By Sharde Jones
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speak.

Interviewer: Great!

Prophet Rivers: My motiva-
tion behind why I didn’t do what 
I wanted to do, and what my 
flesh wanted to do at a young age 
is that I love God and because I 
loved him I couldn’t go and have 
sex before marriage. I was very 
extreme as a kid. I thought if I 
would go and have sex, I will get 
a disease and die. If I go to the 
club, the whole place was going 
to get shot up and God was not 
going to be happy with me. So, 
what made the difference for me 
not to do what I wanted to do or 
what other kids (teenagers and 
young adults), were doing, was I 
really fell in love with God. I saw 
how my mother really loved God 
in such a tangible way. I always 
sensed it through her in such a 
way that I fell in love with God. It 
was my love for God that kept me 
from doing things against God.

Interviewer: Um Wow! Um 
Wow!

Prophet Rivers: For me at a 
young age I did think that, “Hey 
I don’t want to die and go to hell.” 
At some point I really did fall 
in love with God. All that I can 
compare it to now is that as an 
adult is the way that God and my 
mom had that love relationship. 
I knew my mom’s story and her 
testimony. I wanted that. I think 
that her love and me being always 
able to sense it, really made a dif-
ference. For me even amongst 
my siblings, as children I had a 
prayer life as a kid. I worshipped. 
I studied the scriptures. For me 
the only thing that kept me in 
Christ at a young age was that I 
felt the love of God through my 
mom at all times. I really fell in 
love with God and I wasn’t doing 
what I was doing because daddy, 
mama, or my siblings were doing 
it but because really at a young 

age, I fell in love with God. That’s 
what’s really made a difference 
for me staying saved.

Interviewer: Awesome. Awe-
some example. That is beautiful. 
Thank you,so much man of God.

Prophet Rivers: You’re wel-
come.

Interviewer: How did you 
know you were called as a proph-
et?

Prophet Rivers: Okay great 
question. Here’s the thing, when 
you gave me that question I had 
to think on this one. I always re-
member as a kid, God telling me 
things and I knew it wasn’t my 
thoughts because of how I un-
derstood the word. This may not 
make sense but my dad was al-
ways a scholar of the word. He al-
ways taught us as kids; we had Bi-
ble study and we always knew the 
scriptures. I knew my thoughts 
vs. when God was speaking. It 
was almost like Samuel. There 
were times I would hear God 
saying something and I knew it 
wasn’t my thoughts. I knew me 
and I could hear him saying this 
about a person or that about a 
person. For example, as a kid I re-
member playing basketball and I 
would heard God say something 
about a person. 

I was afraid to say what I 
heard God say. I would always 
wait to see if that happened. All 
throughout high school, I would 
begin to hear God say things. It 
would literally come to pass; not 
just at church this would hap-
pen but also in other settings.  I 
never would say anything until 
one time when I had a preaching 
engagement...No wait...there are 
two things I want to share. The 
first thing is when my father was 
pastoring in Augusta, Georgia. I 
remember we were in a service 
and I heard God tell me what to 

tell a person.  I had my experi-
ences in high school and while 
playing basketball I would hear 
God. I was afraid to say it be-
cause I didn’t want to be wrong 
and kind of didn’t know what 
was going on. I didn’t recognize 
it as a prophecy. Culturally in the 
south in Georgia they didn’t rec-
ognize “Prophets” for a very long 
time. You have to be a certain age. 
There is a lot of stuff you have to 
fulfill to become recognized in 
the south; Georgia when I was 
growing up.

Interviewer: Yes. Okay

Prophet Rivers: I was always 
known as a minister. There was 
one particular time when I was 
in my father’s Church during 
service and God told me exactly 
what was going on in a lady’s life. 
I told my dad this is the word of 
the Lord for this person. He said, 
“Okay, wait a minute.” I actually 
got to tell her the prophecy. It 
was exactly what was going on 
in her life. That was the first time 
that I’ve had verbalize it. I didn’t 
recognize it as a prophecy or be-
ing a prophet. It was just you hear 
God because you live right and 
it wasn’t recognized as a prophet 
when I was growing up at that 
particular time. That was the 
first occurrence. The second oc-
currence was when I had an en-
gagement, around age 15 or 17. 
I was preaching in Mississippi at 
Apostle Rodney Beards Church.  
I still remember his name and he 
actually asked me to come to his 
church and preached. I preach 
the message and after service I 
begin to hear God. 

I asked if I could pray with 
people. I prayed and every per-
son that I prophesied to said that 
the apostle from the night before 
prophesied the same thing to 
them. It was a two or three-day 
revival. That was the second oc-
currence. So fast forward at this 
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particular time I knew that I had 
some kind of gift. My dad also 
flows heavy in the prophetic as 
well. I knew at this point that I 
had got this gift, prophecy. So 
long story short, in Georgia, I 
actually attended the school of 
the prophets; the first one (be-
cause I attended two school of the 
prophets). At this point I knew 
that I can hear God but I didn’t 
know the different kind of proph-
ets until I went to the school of 
the prophets. 

While I was there at the 
school on the second or third 
day, the instructor said before we 
move forward we have to identify 
what gift of prophecy you walk-
in. We did a prophetic activation. 
The activation was basically ask-
ing God to tell them what their 
favorite color was without pray-
ing music or speaking in tongues. 
There was no atmosphere to be 
stirred up in. Long story short, I 
had to hold the instructor’s hand. 
I was like, oh wow! Why do I have 
to hold her hand out of all peo-
ple? I would rather hold someone 
else’s hand. I told her, her favorite 
color. That was the first time in 
my life that I heard that I walk 
in the office of a prophet. If you 
are able to tell the favorite color 
of the person’s hand that you’re 
holding you are recognized as 
the office of a prophet. That was 
the first time that I was called a 
prophet directly in my life from 
that school.

Interviewer: Okay got it. 
Awesome! You are the founder 
of The Worship Room. What in-
spired this?

Prophet Rivers: The Wor-
ship Room didn’t start off as the 
worship room, it literally started 
off in my bedroom as a midnight 
prayer session. Each night for a 
couple of months I would liter-
ally come on periscope at 11 and 
do a prayer into the next day. I 
would just pray, pray and pray. 

All throughout my life I’ve al-
ways had a time that I would set 
aside with God where I sit down 
and put on my worship music. 
I’ve always been able to discern a 
good worship song.  In personal 
time, I would listen to Fred Ham-
mond, John P Kee, and Jesus Cul-
ture. That was just our personal 
time. One night while I was do-
ing the 11 p.m. night of prayer at 
midnight, I just finished praying. 
I said, “You know what I’m just 
going to go into worship.” I liter-
ally went into a worship on the 
broadcast and long story short 
the power of God fell on that 
broadcast.

Interviewer: Amen!

Prophet Rivers:   I just contin-
ued to worship. People began to 
say, “I feel God.” I started coming 

on some nights and worshipped. 
We just worship, worship, and 
worship. From there I begin to 
prophesy from the broadcast. I 
will see a name and God will tell 
me what to say. I just began to 
prophesy. One particular night 
after prophesying, God said, “Son 
the people are coming expecting 
a word from you but they are not 
coming to experience me.”

Interviewer: No!

Prophet Rivers: I wish I still 
had that broadcast. Glory to 
God! I feel the Holy Ghost right 
now! I said, “God, what should I 
do? He whispered in my ear. He 
said, “You’re not responsible. If 
people idolize you but you are 
responsible if you don’t redirect 
them back to me.”
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Interviewer: Wow, Jesus. 
Come on Lord!

Prophet Rivers: I feel God. 
God gave me the mission for my 
ministry, that night. That’s why 
now the mission of the worship 
room is redirecting the people 
of God back to the heart of God 
through worship.

Interviewer: Yessss ( clapping 
hands)!!

Prophet Rivers: It came from 
a rebuke from God. I’ll never 
forget what he said to this day, 
“You’re not responsible for them 
idolizing you but you are respon-
sible if you don’t redirect them 
back to me.” So, from that point 
on it became the worship room. 
From there, I started teaching 
people to worship. If we can learn 
how to worship God, he’ll talk to 
us. He said, “Call it The Worship 
Room.”

Interviewer: Yes! The enemy 
uses people to pump up your 
head. However, all of the glory 
goes to the Lord. That is a snare 
and a trap. You need to always 
give the Lord His Glory. God is 
faithful. He will give you your 
time of honor but all of the Prais-
es goes to Jesus.

Prophet Rivers: Yes! The 
Church has turned over into 
idolatry, especially with prophet-
ic and apostolic people.

Interviewer: Amen! You have 
a teaching called, “Why am I not 
delivered?” Why are so many be-
lievers bound in Christ?

Prophet Rivers: The first 
thing to understand about this 
teaching is when God gave it to 
me, I was helping a lot of lead-
ers, pastors, apostles, prophets, 
senior pastors and bishops. Dur-
ing this particular time, when I 

first created this teaching, a lot 
of pastors would come up to me 
in confidence. I would mentor 
them. They would tell me how 
they were helping people but they 
were also still bound in some of 
those same areas where they were 
helping people; because they 
were “A leader” they wouldn’t sit 
themselves down because they 
were pastoring. So, this particular 
message came from knowing that 
leaders are still pastoring, proph-
esying and mentoring. At the end 
of the night they go home, they’re 
not delivered and set free them-
selves. This was really made for 
leaders who were trying to get 
themselves delivered.

Interviewer: I definitely can 
relate to being bound and then 
being delivered so my heart goes 
out to the people and ministers 
who are still struggling. I pray the 
Lord completely delivers and set 
them free.
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Prophet Rivers: You don’t 
always have the confidence as a 
leader to go to your leader and tell 
them I’m struggling with certain 
things. They’re not going to help 
you get free but sit you down. Of-
ten times that forces you to say in 
your mind, “I’m not going to tell 
anybody. If I do tell someone, it 
won’t be my leader.” A lot of times 
as leaders, we struggle in silence 
because we don’t want to be dealt 
with in public, openly, especially 
in the Prophetic and Apostolic 
churches. If you mention that 
you’re struggling with something, 
they will sit you down. Howev-
er, it’s not a conscious choice to 
struggle with something in pri-
vate and then try to help some-
one else with their struggles. So, 
a lot of times in these churches, 
you have that fear that you will 
get preached on, you will get sat 
down, or people will act funny 
with you. So, fear of those type of 
things cause people to want to be 

delivered in their personal prayer 
time.

Interviewer: YYou have a 
mentorship program. Some lead-
ers have a hard time releasing 
people. How do you know when 
to release people?

Prophet Rivers: Awesome 
question, with mentoring people, 
I first up front establish measura-
ble goals right up front. I learned 
that if I didn’t have measur-
able goals up front that we were 
doomed from the start. What you 
have to understand as a leader is 
the worst thing that you can tell 
a person is that they’re called to 
a certain calling and they don’t 
have a timeline. They don’t know 
what they have to do to be in that 
certain calling. You may have an 
anointing on your life to do a 
thing but you need to know how 
and when dealing with ministry 
in order to operate effectively; or 

what I consider to be measurable 
goals and measurable expecta-
tion being met. Once measurable 
goals are established and a leader 
has the potential or the need to 
be released to do ministry and be 
birth out, you then have to look 
at and evaluate at some point and 
say, “Did this person accomplish 
the goals that were set?” We have 
to understand as mentors, we do 
not own the people we are men-
toring. 

They do not become our 
property or our profession. The 
last thing you need to understand 
as a mentor is that when you no 
longer have a positive effect on a 
mentee, then it’s time to release 
them to the next person that can 
take them from one level to the 
next level in their life. So, it has 
to be measurable, you need to 
talk about it. So, in my mentor-
ship program when it’s time to 
be released it’s considered a great 
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thing because maybe I was only 
anointed for this particular sea-
son.

Interviewer: Okay, how vital 
is the ministry of worship in the 
body of Christ?

Prophet Rivers: Worship 
is everything! When I thought 
about this particular question, I 
thought about my particular defi-
nition of worship; when I submit 
my nature to the nature of God. 
When it comes to the church, we 
are a body in Christ so in that 
particular context, “worship” is 
a bridge between God and man. 
Without worship, there is no way 
to God. When we think about 
Christ we know that Christ is 
on the right hand of the father 
and Christ is always pleading 
our case when we come to God. 
Christ takes our worship and pre-
sents it to God as a gift. Without 
us worshipping there is no gift to 

present to Christ. Worship allows 
us to experience God’s presence 
here on Earth. Worship also pro-
duces an environment for mira-
cles to take place, for us to hear 
God, understand God, and for us 
to live in a season of clarity in our 
minds through the atmosphere 
that worship creates. Worship Is 
how we love God and honor God. 
Worship is giving back through 
the act of worship itself through 
the lifting of the hands, the bow-
ing of the knee or to lay prostrate 
before the Lord.

Interviewer: Awesome! 
Beautiful answer. Why do you 
think God allows our circle of 
friends or certain connections to 
change in certain seasons?

Prophet Rivers: I actually 
have a teaching on this called, 
“Your circle is changing.” That 
was a particular teaching we had 

that so many people were inter-
ested and bought it. They wanted 
it. My answer to this one is that 
your circle is changing always 
even in ministry because people 
are anointed and have the wis-
dom for some seasons in your 
life only. Literally. There is an 
anointing that God places upon 
a person and a wisdom that God 
places on a people for a season. I 
believe that there are people who 
are in our lives to accomplish an 
assignment to please God and I 
think the biggest challenge is dis-
cerning assignments. 

I think the challenge comes 
when we need to shift the rela-
tionships. I have a saying where 
I like to say, “There is a table that 
were all sitting at. It’s not always 
that I have to cut off your access 
to the table. There are times when 
learning people, if you can learn 
when to change their seat at the 
table then they can still be at the 
table. You don’t have to cut people 
off all the time. We often times let 
it get so bad that we have to tell 
people to leave our table. I think 
we miss our transition to change 
a person’s seat at the table of our 
life versus telling them they can 
no longer be in our lives.

Interviewer: Awesome!

Prophet Rivers: If we miss 
that transition, it often forces us 
to have to cut off whole relation-
ships. But could it be that you 
just needed to change the con-
versation with them. The things 
that you trust them with; the 
things in your life that you give 
them access to. Often times, what 
we do is get one person and tell 
them everything. When betrayal 
happens, we cut everything and 
everybody off. One thing that I 
learned in ministry is sometimes 
I have to put you at the end of the 
table versus changing you to a 
whole new table.
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Interviewer: Wow! that’s 
powerful!

Prophet Rivers: I don’t have 
to change you all together. I can 
just change your proximity to me 
and change your seat at the table. 
You can still eat at the table be-
cause I love God’s people. I’m an 
advocate for not cutting people 
off. You’re still needed because I 
have a heart for God people. The 
question is where can I trust them 
at in my life? If you can discern 
what seat they need to have, you 
can avoid the bitter transition all 
together.

Interviewer: That is powerful 
and a game-changer for the body 
of Christ.

Prophet Rivers: Sometimes 
people are still anointed for that 
season and you just can’t cut peo-
ple off. So, what do you do when 
there is betrayal but the assign-
ment is not over? You just change 
their seat so you can please God 
with fulfilling the assignment. 
You can’t cut every person off 
because you are offended. The as-
signment is not over. If your cir-
cle is always changing, you need 
to evaluate why is it changing 
so often. If you accomplished a 
God-given assignment then that’s 
one thing; but if you’re always 
falling out with somebody then 
you need to reevaluate yourself 
because that is a cycle that needs 
to be broken. But we have to learn 
to discern when to change their 
seat at the table.

Interviewer: Wow! I hear a 
book coming. This is a power-
ful revelation that is so needed 
in the body of Christ. It is very 
needed because a lot of times 
we don’t know how to discern 
when to change people’s access 
to us without shutting down and 
completely cutting them off and 
that’s where the bitterness comes 
in, the fighting, the bickering, the 

backstabbing, murmuring, and 
all the things that the Lord does 
not want us to do.

Prophet Rivers: That’s the 
bait of the enemy. We lose too 
many relationships because we 
get offended and we didn’t deal 
with the offense through bibli-
cal teachings. We get offended 
and put a wall up to protect 
ourselves. There are a council of 
leaders in your life that should 
not change; we need certain peo-
ple. Don’t let the spirit of offense 
creep into your life. You can’t go 
from person to person after being 
wounded without going through 
the deliverance process.  You will 
only bring those bitter seeds into 
new relationships. You can’t leave 
church because you’re upset. You 
have to work through the offense. 
David and Saul are a prime exam-
ple of how you should deal with 
offense. David could have killed 
Saul but David said, “I will not 
kill him and put my mouth on 
him.” What if David would have 
got offended?

Interviewer: Wow, that is 
powerful. I would encourage you 
to continue to preach on offense. 
It’s much needed in the body of 
Christ. We often suffer from of-
fense in silence because we tend 
to open ourselves up more in the 
church than in the world. We 
expect the church to be a place 
where we can be open and not get 
hurt. But yes, the spirit of offense 
does like to creep in and plant 
seeds of bitterness.

Prophet Rivers: I just actu-
ally did a 7-day teaching on the 
spirit of offense. It’s on Periscope 
if anyone is interested in it. I’m 
definitely going to do something 
more with this subject, but it’s on 
periscope now and it teaches you 
how to conquer the spirit of of-
fense in everyday life.

Interviewer: AI just actu-

ally did a 7-Day teaching on the 
spirit of offense it’s on Periscope 
if anyone is interested in it. And 
I’m definitely going to do some-
thing more with this subject but 
it’s on periscope now. It will teach 
you how to conquer the spirit of 
offense in everyday life.

Prophet Rivers: Thank you. 
God bless. Amen!
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As I’m there looking at the 
water and all the trees that are 
still standing after a storm, I no-
tice how strong the trees really 
are. I asked myself, “How does 
the tree not fall or break even 
during its most difficult times.” I 
have learned that the tree doesn’t 
fall because it is built on a strong 
foundation, and even though the 
wind may reach the outer surface 
of the tree, it is the inner surface 
(the roots) that can’t be reached 

because it is protected. When I 
think of a tree and its branches 
I think of us and life. Dodinsky 
says it best, “We are like the lit-
tle branch that quivers during a 
storm, doubting our strength and 
forgetting we are the tree deeply 
rooted to withstand all life’s up-
heavals.” This is very true! We for-
get where and who our strength 
comes from. We forget that our 
comforter, provider, healer, deliv-
erer, miracle worker, lives inside 

of us and can give us the strength 
to withstand any storm that we 
may face. This is why it says in 
God’s Word to, 

“Seek ye the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added 
unto you.” Matthew 6:33

We need to always remember 
that even though we feel bent and 
out of place, we are never fully 



45REJOICE ESSENTIAL MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER 2017

thee by day, nor the moon by 
night. The Lord shall preserve 
thy soul. The Lord shall preserve 
thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for 
evermore.” Psalm 121:5-8

We truly must stand firm on 
the Word of God as a tree stands 
firm on its foundation. I find it 
fascinating that God created the 
heavens and the earth with also 
giving us an explanation of it. 
Some findings can only be found 
by revelation. A tree standing, 
BENT BUT NEVER BROKEN, 
is a revelation on how strong we 
can be if we just put our faith in 
him and understand his word 
and live in our purpose. When 
we understand his word; we live 
by his word. When we live by 
his word; we are changed by his 
word. When we are changed by 
his word; New creation is mani-
fested and purpose is found!

“You are the light of the 
world. A town built on a hill can-
not be hidden. Neither do peo-
ple light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to eve-
ryone in the house. In the same 
way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your 
good deeds and glorify your fa-
ther in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

In this same way, the tree 
helps give us life therefore God 
has to make it strong enough to 
withstand the storms and hurri-
canes of life. We are like the tree 
in this world. We are needed not 
only to take care of this world, 
but to take care of each other! We 
are here to help God in all ways, 
shapes, and forms. He is our oxy-
gen! He is our foundation! Just as 
a tree needs a strong root to give 
us oxygen, so do we! A tree knows 
who created it and lives each day 
in its purpose, so I ask you, Are 
you living each day knowing who 
created you and are you living 
each day in your purpose?

broken. God knows where we 
are. Even if we feel as though we 
are broken, as long as we turn to 
him, he will quickly come to our 
rescue and mold us even stronger 
than before. This is also why the 
leaves get dark and gloomy then 
die and fall off the tree. It is nec-
essary in our learning process 
to experience those things that 
make us cry, things that cause 
us to feel pain, things that disap-
point us, and things that we must 
get rid of in our lives so that new 
things can come forth. You can-
not put new wine on old wine 
skin just as you cannot be used 
for new things with old things 
still hindering you. It tells us in 
his word,

“And be not conformed to 
this world: but be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, 
that ye may prove what is that 
good, and acceptable, and per-
fect, will of God.” Romans 12:2

Shedding the old and creat-
ing the new is vital for the leaves 
on a tree just as letting go of the 
brokenness that you may feel 
only to realize that God only al-
lowed you to be bent. Even I have 
said, “God takes what is broken 
and fixes it” but I am not talk-
ing about us, but our situations, 
decisions, and actions are what 
is broken. Our hearts feel broken 
at times, but God still has owner-
ship which means he would nev-
er ever allow your heart to break. 
The enemy likes to make us feel 
as though our hearts are broken, 
but this is because the first place 
he attacks is the mind and we all 
know that we tend to think with 
our mind and our emotions! Not 
good, but something that we all 
have a tendency to do. So, we 
must think on this scripture at 
times like these,

“The Lord is thy keeper: The 
Lord is thy shade upon thy right 
hand. The sun shall not smite 

Some of you aren’t because 
you have been bent because of 
man and feel like you can’t recov-
er. Trees get cut down all the time 
because of man, but one always 
grows back! We also grow from 
others hurting us and abusing us. 
God takes our pain and our frus-
tration and causes good to come 
from it later. It is our job to find 
him in those moments, instead 
of turning to our emotions. Don’t 
choose fear over faith; choose 
faith over fear!

“For there is hope of a tree, if 
it be cut down, that it will sprout 
again, and that the tender branch 
thereof will not cease. Though 
the root thereof wax old in the 
earth, and the stock thereof die 
in the ground; yet through the 
scent of the water it will bud, and 
bring forth boughs like a plant.” 
Job 14:7-9

Never assume you’re broken 
because you started or are start-
ing to bend. God will always have 
your back. Never think you are 
walking in this life alone, you 
really are just traveling through. 
Receiving, Learning, Teaching, 
and Serving is the process of life.  
Many will not make it to morn-
ing, so we must do all we can 
today with a focus still on to-
morrow! Please understand that 
we are losing time, so be like a 
tree and allow the wind to blow 
causing your branches to bend 
and your leaves to fall, but know 
that in due season, your leaves 
will grow back more beautiful 
than ever and your branches will 
still remain. Learn to trust God 
and he will give you the desires 
of your heart. You will never go 
without. You may bend, but you 
will never be broken with God! 

Be blessed and be a blessing 
to others in Jesus Name, Amen! 
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WILL YOU SAY YES TO ME?

I Am the recipe
To building a lasting legacy.
When you step in to Me
And experience the breadth of Me,
Wade in the depth of Me,
And begin to see as Heaven sees,
Then you will understand that I frame the inner and outer court of your destiny.
I call to you for you to come find rest in Me,
Find the rest of Me —
I will forever give you the best of Me,
For my pursuit of you is the breath I breathe.
So know, I hold the key to building the legacy.
Please don’t neglect Me,
But come and rest in Me —
Me, the inner and outer court of your destiny….
My love, will you say yes to Me?
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The race is not given to the 
swift or the strong...but to the 
one that endures until the end.  
I vividly remember the day, sev-
eral years ago, when I posted this 
quote on my “wall of encourage-
ment” in my office.  It was on a 
Friday afternoon, shortly after 5 
pm, when a student came into my 
office weeping and distraught, 
having made the decision to 
commit suicide, as a result of 
having failed a test (which I am 
sure was the final straw added to 
a number of other temporary set-
backs).  I remember the anguish 
that I felt, as there was no one else 
on campus that I could officially 
call, as the work day had end-
ed.  I had decided to stay a little 
later, as I often did, to complete 
a few tasks.  In that moment, I 
remember internally petition-

ing God for strength...“Please tell 
me what to say to him...help me 
know what to do.” As I waited 
for God to give me direction, I 
began to assure the student that 
a failed test was not an end...and 
that it was important to persevere 
in order to actually see “the end”.  
I was impressed to type a varia-
tion of 1 Corinthians 9:24 (ESV): 
Do you know that in a race all 
the runners run, but only one re-
ceives the prize? So run that you 
may obtain it. I added an image 
of a runner breaking through the 
finish line.  I had my student sit 
in a chair at the table in front of 
the reference, and I asked, “What 
does this mean to you?”

After I was finally able, by 
God’s grace,  to get him to calm 
down, I reiterated to him that I 

expected to see him in class on 
Monday, and he defiantly assured 
me that he would not be there be-
cause he intended to kill himself 
that weekend.  The tug of war that 
I had with my student through-
out this encounter was fierce.  I 
had to be confident of whose I 
was and from whom my strength 
came.  I, in and of myself, had 
nothing whatsoever to offer, ex-
cept the Word of God. I had held 
myself together throughout the 
ordeal, but as soon as I got home, 
I collapsed on my knees, cried 
and asked God to intervene in 
the situation and sustain my stu-
dent’s life.

Much to my delight, on the 
following Sunday, I received an 
email from the student thanking 
me for taking the time to talk to 

ENDURE UNTIL THE END
By Melinda Roberts
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and encourage him.  His mother 
even sent her regards and grati-
tude.  Since that time, the student 
has gone on to attend Norfolk 
State University and is reportedly 
doing great things.  I entrust God 
to continue to keep him in all of 
his endeavors.  Of all of the hard-
ships and challenges that I face 
as an educator, I deem that the 
success obtained in this situation 
makes it all worthwhile.

With regards to my career 
and life in general, I have had am-
ple experiences that have made 
me feel inadequate, ineffective, 
and as if I wanted to give up.  For 
each of us, life has this uncanny 
knack of making us feel as if we 
want to just throw in the towel, 
especially with the intensity and 
frequency of occurrences hap-
pening as a result of the perilous 
times in which we live. More so 
than the day-to-day challenges, 
is the evident increase of evil 
throughout the earth.  The hearts 
of many have waxed cold, and 
there is little regard for human-
kind (Matthew 24:12).  Because 
Jesus spoke of this, it is impera-
tive to ensure that we do what is 
required to endure.  I more than 
any other time in my life, seem 
to grow increasingly weary of 
the deliberate, constant evil that 
plagues society.  Although I know 
it is because people are devoid of 
God and belligerently reject any 
and everything that has to do 
with Him and Jesus, this knowl-
edge does not make it any better 
or easier.

While those who are in the 
world choose illicit affairs, drugs, 
alcohol, and a long list of other 
coping methods, we must rely 
upon God’s Word to find the 
strength to endure.  The Word of 
God, unlike the aforementioned 
fixes, is not a temporary solu-
tion to a permanent problem, but 
the answer to all problems. The 
Word of God is so uniquely pro-

found and established that every 
element in the atmosphere, in-
animate and animate, has to re-
spond to it (Hebrews 4:12).  It is 
alive and when we give voice to 
it, despite what out surround-
ings and circumstances appear 
to be, things have to begin to line 
up.  Hebrews 11:3 states that by 
faith, we form our worlds with 
our words.  The Word of God is 
a firm, sure foundation that will 
never fail.  God-induced, Spirit-
filled words will yield the God-
kind of results in every aspect of 
our lives.

I know as well as anyone else 
that the most difficult time to 
give voice to the Word is when 
we are in challenging situations, 
depressed, or heavy laden. How-
ever, this is the most important 
time to confess the Word of God.  
Although many are not privileged 
to see into the spiritual realm 
with the natural eye, the Word of 
God tells us that there is constant 
activity therein.  We have to trust 
God that our angels are warring 
on our behalf 247/47, and Jesus, 
Himself, is making intercession 
for us.  Let us not forget the cloud 
of witnesses in heaven that are 
learning about the grace of God 
by watching how God moves on 
our behalf (Hebrews 12:1).  The 
hour in which we live is not for 
the faint hearted; God knew this 
before He allowed us to be alive 
for such a time as this.  Likewise, 
He purposely and adequately 
equipped us with all that we 
need to withstand in the evil day 
(Ephesians 6:13).

Ecclesiastes 9:11 ESV: Again 
I saw that under the sun the race 
is not to the swift, nor the battle 
to the strong, nor bread to the 
wise, nor riches to the intelligent, 
nor favor to those with knowl-
edge, but time and chance hap-
pen to them all. 

James 1:12 ESV:  Blessed is 

the man who remains steadfast 
under trial, for when he has stood 
the test he will receive the crown 
of life, which God has promised 
to those who love him. 

Ephesians 6:10-18 ESV: Fi-
nally, be strong in the Lord and 
in the strength of his might.  Put 
on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand against 
the schemes of the devil.  For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against 
the cosmic powers over this pre-
sent darkness, against the spir-
itual forces of evil in the heavenly 
places.  Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to 
stand firm.  Stand therefore, hav-
ing fastened on the belt of truth, 
and having put on the breastplate 
of righteousness, and, as shoes 
for your feet, having put on the 
readiness given by the gospel of 
peace.  In all circumstances take 
up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flam-
ing darts of the evil one;  and take 
the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, praying at all times 
in the Spirit, with all prayer and 
supplication.

At the end of the day, God 
has given us all things that we 
need that pertain to life and god-
liness (2 Peter 1:3).  He has nev-
er failed us, and He never will.  
Press toward to the mark of the 
high calling; there is sufficient re-
ward if we faint not.  God has in-
vested everything He has in you, 
and He intends to see His invest-
ment until it reaps the fullest har-
vest (1 Peter 5:10). Trust that He 
who has begun a good work in 
you will complete it until the day 
of Christ (Philippians 1:6).  Pur-
pose, despite adversity and oppo-
sition, to endure until the end.   
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THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE
By Reynaldo Rodriguez
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God’s normal for a Christian 
can be summarized as follows: “I 
have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ 
lives in me. The life I now live 
in the body, I live by faith in the 
Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” (Galatians 
2: 20) There are two aspects of 
salvation that should manifest in 
a Christian’s life: the first is the 
forgiveness of sin; the second is 
his deliverance from sinning. 
Anyone who is not experiencing 
both of these aspects in his life is 
living beneath the privileges that 
God has accomplished for us in 
Christ.

Because of our limited com-
prehension of the state of our 
fallen nature, we do not have a 
true appreciation of how helpless 
the natural man really is. Thus, 
we still have some expectations 
in ourselves. As a result of this 
faulty line of thought, we think 
that we can please God. The 
blood can wash away my sins, 
but it cannot wash away my “old 
man”. For this we are in need of 
the cross, that the old man may 
be crucified. Though the blood 
deals with sins, it is the Cross that 
deals with the sinner.

“For we know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that 
the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with, that we should 
no longer be slaves to sin— be-
cause anyone who has died has 
been set free from sin. Now if we 
died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him.” (Ro-
mans 6: 6 – 8)

“And he said, “The Son of 
Man must suffer many things 
and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests and the teachers of 
the law, and he must be killed and 
on the third day be raised to life.” 
Then he said to them all: “Who-
ever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up 

their cross daily and follow me.” 
(Luke 9: 22 – 23)

At the beginning of the 
Christian life, we are concerned 
with our doing and not with our 
being; we are distressed more by 
what we have done than by what 
we are. We think that if only 
we could rectify certain things 
we would be good Christians, 
therefore, we set out to change 
our actions. We try to please the 
Lord, but we find that something 
within us does not want to please 
Him. The more we try to rectify 
matters externally, the more we 
realize how deep seated the prob-
lem really is.

Since we came into the world 
by birth, we must go out by death. 
To do away with our sinfulness, 
we must do away with our life. 
But how do we die? It is not by 
trying to kill ourselves by com-
mitting suicide. Rather, we die by 
recognizing that God has already 
dealt with us in Christ. This is 
summoned up in the apostle’s 
statement, “Or don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death?” (Romans 6: 3) 
The Cross terminates the first 
creation, and out of death there 
is brought in a new creation in 
Christ: the second Man.

The conditions of living the 
Christian life are fourfold: (1) 
Knowing—revelation from God 
of what Christ has done for us; 
(2) Reckoning—experiencing 
what He has revealed to us in our 
lives; (3) Presenting ourselves to 
God—consecration to God of 
that which pertains to the new 
life He has placed in us; and (4) 
Walking in the Spirit—matur-
ing in our spirits to be sensitive 
to His every leading. The expe-
rience of every believer should 
encompass these four condi-
tions. God’s way of deliverance 
is altogether different from man’s 

way. Man’s way is to try to sup-
press sin by seeking to overcome 
it. God’s way is to remove the sin 
(grace). Many Christians mourn 
over their weakness, thinking 
that if only they were stronger, all 
will be well. But God’s means of 
delivering us from sin is not by 
making us stronger and stronger, 
rather, it is by making us weak-
er and weaker. God set us free 
from the dominion of sin, not by 
strengthening our old man, but 
by crucifying him; not by help-
ing him to do anything, but by 
entirely removing him from the 
scene of action.

It is not intellectual knowl-
edge at all, but an opening of the 
eyes of the heart—to see what we 
have in Christ. Paul’s words to the 
Ephesians by the Holy Spirit were 
inspiring, “I keep asking that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
so that you may know him bet-
ter.” (Ephesians 1: 17) We are the 
factory, and our actions are the 
products. The blood of the Lord 
Jesus has dealt with the question 
of the products, namely, our sins, 
and the Cross has made a clean 
sweep of the factory that produc-
es the goods. What is “in Christ” 
cannot sin; what is “in Adam” can 
sin and will sin whenever Satan is 
given a chance to exert his power 
over it.

“Now faith is confidence in 
what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see.” (He-
brews 11: 1) This means making 
them real in experience. Sub-
stance is an object I possess—
something before me. Substanti-
ating means that I have the power 
or facility to make that substance 
be real to me. The promises of 
God are revealed to us by His 
Spirit so that we my lay hold of 
them. We as Christians, are nev-
er told by God to struggle to get 
into Christ. We are told to remain 
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where God has placed us.

In dealing with Christ, God 
has dealt with the Christian; in 
dealing with the Head, He has 
deal with all the members. It is 
altogether wrong for us to think 
that we can experience anything 
pertaining to spiritual life mere-
ly in ourselves, apart from Him. 
Every true spiritual experience 
means that we have discovered 
a certain fact in Christ and have 
entered into His experience. The 
greatest negative in the universe 
is the Cross, for with it God wiped 
out everything that was not of 
Himself. The greatest positive 
in the universe is the Resurrec-
tion, for through it God brought 
into being all He will have in the 
new order of things. The Cross is 
God’s declaration that everything 
within us from the old creation 
must die, because nothing of the 
first Adam can pass beyond the 
Cross.

There is an old world and a 
new world, and between the two 
there is the tomb. And although 
God has already crucified me 
with Christ, I must still consent 
to be consigned to the tomb. That 
which has not passed through 
death can never be consecrated 
to God, because God will only 
accept that which is of the new 
order of things—that which per-
tains to His Spirit. Presenting 
myself to God implies a recogni-
tion that I am already altogether 
His: “My sheep listen to my voice; 
I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one will 
snatch them out of my hand.” 
(John 10: 27 – 28) How can we 
ever expect the Lord to live His 
life in us if we do not offer our 
lives to Him? If we give unreserv-
edly to God, many adjustments 
may have to be made. God will 
not let anything of our old selves 
remain. His finger will touch, 
point by point, those things that 

are not of Him until everything 
from our old nature has been 
removed. God will always break 
what is offered to Him. First He 
breaks what He takes, but—after 
the breaking—He blesses, and 
then uses it to meet the needs of 
others,

“Taking the five loaves and 
the two fish and looking up to 
heaven, he gave thanks and broke 
the loaves. Then he gave them to 
his disciples to distribute to the 
people. He also divided the two 
fish among them all. They all ate 
and were satisfied, and the disci-
ples picked up twelve basketfuls 
of broken pieces of bread and 
fish.” (Mark 6: 41 – 43) We must 
all go to the Cross, because what 
is in by nature is a self-life. Adam 
chose a self—life rather than a 
divine life, therefore, God had to 
gather up all that was “in Adam” 
and do away with it.

If we lack the experience of 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
we should ask Him for a revela-
tion of the eternal fact that it is 
a gift of the exalted Lord to His 
church. Then, upon our having 
seen this fact, our efforts will give 
way to praises. The Christians in 
Corinth had become preoccupied 
with the visible signs of the Holy 
Spirit’s outpouring. At the same 
time, their lives were full of con-
tradictions and were a reproach 
to the Lord’s name. (Any simi-
larities to our current situation in 
any of our churches in America, 
is merely a pure coincidence. “OF 
COURSE”).

Though the Corinthians did 
not lack the indwelling Spirit, 
they did lack a knowledge of His 
presence. Hence, a revelation 
of the indwelling Spirit was the 
remedy Paul offered to the Co-
rinthian Christians for their un-
spirituality. However, as it is writ-
ten: “What no eye has seen, what 
no ear has heard, and what no 

human mind has conceived”—
the things God has prepared for 
those who love him— these are 
the things God has revealed to us 
by his Spirit. The Spirit searches 
all things, even the deep things 
of God. For who knows a per-
son’s thoughts except their own 
spirit within them? In the same 
way no one knows the thoughts 
of God except the Spirit of God. 
What we have received is not the 
spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, so that we may 
understand what God has freely 
given us.

This is what we speak, not in 
words taught us by human wis-
dom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual reali-
ties with Spirit-taught words. The 
person without the Spirit does 
not accept the things that come 
from the Spirit of God but con-
siders them foolishness, and can-
not understand them because 
they are discerned only through 
the Spirit. The person with the 
Spirit makes judgments about all 
things, but such a person is not 
subject to merely human judg-
ments, for, “Who has known the 
mind of the Lord so as to instruct 
him?” But we have the mind of 
Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 2: 9 – 16)
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The minute we say love, we 
have the same old problem of 
words meaning different things. 
The Greek had at least four sepa-
rate words for different kinds of 
love. Three of the types of love 
depend upon one’s emotional 
response to the loved object or 
person. Eros is the Greek word 
for sensual or erotic love. It is 
usually self—gratifying. Mothers 
and parents in general have a love 
for their own offspring that is not 
shared to any extent outside the 
family. Even philia, friendship or 
brotherly love, is limited to those 
with whom one shares common 
interests, goals or relationships. 

These three types of love are 
found in every culture. Agape is 
another kind of love, however. 
The Greeks didn’t speak of this 
type very often, because they 
thought it was essentially a qual-
ity of gods and was not a human 
quality. Essentially they were 
right, because “GOD is love” (1 
John 4: 16).

GOD loves us because is 
HIS nature to love us. That is 
why the love of GOD is uncon-
ditional. GOD’s love is not de-
pendent upon the object to be 
loved, but upon the nature of the 
lover. “Through these he has giv-

en us his very great and precious 
promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the divine 
nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption in the world caused by 
evil desires.” (2 Peter 1: 4) We can 
be like Christ and love others be-
cause of who we are, not because 
of what they are or what they can 
do for us.

JESUS contrasts HIS love 
with human love in Luke 6: 32: “If 
you love those who love you, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them.” Is this 
last kind of love to which we are 
referring when we speak of loving 
ourselves? It is not self—centere-
dness. It is not asking, “What do 
I think about myself?” or “What 
can I do for myself?” It is asking, 
“What does GOD say about me 
based on what HE has already 
done for me?” and then saying, “I 
choose to agree with GOD.” So, I 
thank GOD that HE made me the 
way HE did, including my body, 
my mind and my talents, and I af-
firm HIS good purposes for me.

So are we supposed to love 
ourselves? The answer is both yes 
and no. It depends on what you 
mean and what you mean by love.

SPEAK ONLY WHEN YOU FEEL 
THAT YOUR WORDS ARE BET-

TER THAN YOUR SILENCE
By Reynaldo Rodriguez
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IT’S BEEN BUSY

By Kimberly Moses
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It’s been a busy couple of 
months. Let me update you. I fi-
nally moved into my new place 
way in the country. Let’s just say 
that I have cows in my backyard. 
I think that’s the coolest thing. 
It took me weeks to unpack and 
clean up my new home. I got 
married to my best friend. I can’t 
believe that I am a wife again! 
Tron and I have daily vlogs on 
our YouTube channel called 
“Team Moses Vlogs.”

In addition, I got my chil-
dren full time after years of hav-
ing them part time. Every morn-
ing, I wake up at 5 am to take my 
children to school. That means 
at the end of the day, I am ex-
hausted so I go to bed when the 
kids go to bed. I finished my new 
book, “Conquering the Mind: A 
Daily Devotional.” It will be re-
leased next month! I am also pre-
paring to go to the Bahamas this 
weekend for the Glory Gathering 
Cruise. I know God will do the 
miraculous. I am super excited 
about the School of the Prophets 
next month in October located in 
Morrisville.

Exhale! How do I balance my 
new life compared to my old life?

I don’t want to neglect my 
obligation to fulfill my call as a 
prophet. Even though my wil-
derness season is officially over I 
still feel like I want more in life. 
I have a deep desire to do better. 
As I was studying for the women’s 
retreat that got cancelled earlier 
this month, I received this teach-
ing called, “Becoming A Bet-
ter You.” Over the next several 
weeks, I want to empower you 
guys to become better.

 
The Hebrew word for be-

come is ginoma.1 This word is an 
action word which means that it 
is something continuous.  Our 
walk with God should always be 
in a continuous state to want to 

achieve more and to do better. 
This is how I am feeling. I preach, 
pray, prophesy, and work mira-
cles, but I want more of God’s 
presence in my life. Let’s look at 
the word become a little further. 
Its synonyms are emerged, tran-
sition from one point to another, 
a change of condition, move-
ment, growth, accomplished, 
arise, formed, and proved. When 
we focus on all the synonyms that 
are listed, it describes the major-
ity of God’s children.

 
Some people may agree to 

disagree. Most of God’s children 
are in a state of transition. They 
are constantly evolving going 
from faith to faith and glory to 
glory. There is an inner know-
ing that their constant state is not 
their final destination. It seems 
like most of us are waiting on 
God’s promises to manifest in 
our lives. We can’t give up or lose 
hope. 

Let’s look at a bible example 
of someone who waited on God. 
David was anointed way before 
he actually became King (1 Sam-
uel 16). He had to BECOME over 
many trials and tribulation the 
King that God ordained him to 
be. Many of us have become who 
we are today by the things we 
have endured in life.

 
Let’s look at the word better. 

The word better means  improve-
ment, more effective, greater, 
more excellent manner, and to 
a higher degree. I always want 
to strive higher. I want to grow 
more in the Lord. I received sev-
en strategies that are guaranteed 
to help God’s people to become 
better. They are being kingdom 
focus, take steps to grow spiritu-
ally, write down goals/make steps 
to achieve them, eat better/exer-
cise, love on you, cut the nega-
tivity, and let it go. Each strategy 
is very detailed. We will discuss 
kingdom focused on the next 

blog (change it to writing?). Re-
member when you find yourself 
with a lack of contentment, it’s 
time to strive higher! 

 
1.   Ginomai. Strong’s Con-

cordance. http://biblehub.com/
greek/1096.htm

Accessed September 25, 2017



MOISTURE & PROTEIN 
BALANCE 

Mia Mason

60 REJOICE ESSENTIAL MAGAZINE
NOVEMBER 2017



Know your Moisture & Protein 
Balance!

If you find hairs on your shirt, 
bathroom floor, sink etc. you 
most likely have a problem with 
breakage. Breakage normally 
occurs when there is an imbal-
ance between your moisture and 
protein levels

Moisture

Water helps provides the hair 
with elasticity and the ability to 
stretch. Water is the ultimate
moisturizer that is why water 
based products are great for 
moisturizing the hair.

Good moisturizers will not con-
tain cheap ingredients like min-
eral oil, lanolin or petrolatum. 
They do nothing for the hair but 
sit on top of it. They seal out the 
moisture. You don’t want that.

Protein

Protein gives the hair structure 
and strength to fight breakage. 
Protein binds to the hair cuticles 
to help temporarily rebuild any 
weakened areas. There are differ-
ent proteins out there. Some are 
stronger and milder than other. 
Daily or weekly use of milder 
protein treatments can throw 
off your moisture and protein 
balance, depending on the indi-
vidual.

Women with relaxed or color 
treated hair need more protein 
than others. These chemical 
services have broken down the 
protein bonds within the hair. 

Some may be protein deficient 
by nature due to genes or low 
protein intake so regual protein 
may be needed to keep the bal-
ance in place. Overall, you have 
to experiment to get to know 
your own hair.

You just can’t have one without 
the other. Moisture and protein 
work together in harmony to 
produce a healthy head of hair. 
They need each other!! Hair 
will properly absorb moisture 
more efficiently with adequate 
amounts of protein on a regular 
basis. The water molecules bind 
easily to the protein structure 
within the hair.

Assess your hair (while wet or 
dry):

(When Wet or Dry) If your hair 
stretches slightly and returns to 
its original length without break-
ing, you are balanced! Stick with 
maintaining!

(When Wet or Dry) If your hair 
stretches a little more than nor-
mal then breaks, you need more 
protein in your regimen.

(When Wet or Dry)If your hair 
stretches, stretches, stretches 
with no significant breakage yet, 
add a bit more protein to your 
regimen.

(Wet) Feels weak, gummy, 
mushy, or limp, you need to add 
more protein to your regimen.

(Wet or Dry) Experiences very 
little to no stretching, and simply 
snaps or breaks, you need to 

increase the moisture in your 
regimen.

(Dry) Feels rough, tough, hard, 
dry, tangly, brittle, or any combi-
nation of those, you need more 
moisture in your regimen.

Unsure? On the side of caution 
and give your hair more mois-
ture.

When your hair is thrown off 
balance by too much protein, it 
will break easier on wet or dry 
hair because it lacks elasticity. 
Elasticity is what allows us to 
style, stretch, and manipulate 
our hair without brekage.

Too much protein:

Hair that breaks with a little 
amount of tension/stress is a sign 
of too much protein with a
deficiency of moisture. Too 
much protein and structure 
makes the hair rigid and stiff 
lacking elasticity. which leads 
to breakage prone hair just like 
Kim.

Too much moisture:

When our hair is super elastic, it 
will stretch more because it lacks 
structure (protein).
Overmoisturized hair is “mushy” 
and overly soft especially when 
wet. It will feel weak, limp,
soggy etc. Overly moisutized 
hair will stretch first and then 
break due to the overabundance 
of moisture.
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